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Project Summary: 
 

In recent years there has been no work on N or P responses in Sweetcorn. The aim of 
this work is to provide recommendations for N and P in the Sweetcorn crop which can 
guide growers of modern varieties, and feed into the next revision of RB209. Work will be 
carried out over two cropping seasons (2012 and 2013) and in each season will be 
carried out at three sites (Hampshire, Chichester Plain and Isle of Wight). For N 
responses, within each site, both an early sown (March/April) and a late (June) drilled 
crop will be studied. For P responses, the early season crop only will be studied 
referentially. Sweet corn fresh yield and cob sweetness will be recorded. Total N and P 
uptake will also be measured in order to quantify nutrient requirement, for crops fertilised 
at the optimum, and to quantify soil N and P supply (using uptake in nil-N or nil-P plots). 

 
 
Aims & Objectives: 
 
(i) Project aim(s): The aim of the project is to improve recommendations for N and P 
applications and improve efficiency of production of Sweetcorn.   
 
(ii) Project Objectives: Field based experiments on grower holdings will be carried out to:  
 

• Measure yield responses of sweet corn to N and P fertiliser application in a 
selected commercial genotype, 

• Evaluate N and P utilisation in relation to soil indices and soil mineral nitrogen, 
• Quantify N and P uptake to better guide fertiliser recommendations. 
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Benefits to industry   
 
The project will provide a better understanding of the nutrient requirements of modern 
Supersweet Sweetcorn types, which will enable more efficient use of fertilisers by the 
industry. This will allow growers to meet customers’ requirements while avoiding risk of 
causing N or P pollution in the context of the Nitrates or Water Framework Directives, and 
make better use of soil N supply. 
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Disclaimer 
 
AHDB, operating through its HDC division seeks to ensure that the information contained 
within this document is accurate at the time of printing. No warranty is given in respect 
thereof and, to the maximum extent permitted by law the Agriculture and Horticulture 
Development Board accepts no liability for loss, damage or injury howsoever caused 
(including that caused by negligence) or suffered directly or indirectly in relation to 
information and opinions contained in or omitted from this document.  
 
No part of this publication may be reproduced in any material form (including by photocopy or 
storage in any medium by electronic means) or any copy or adaptation stored, published or 
distributed (by physical, electronic or other means) without the prior permission in writing of 
the Agriculture and Horticulture Development Board, other than by reproduction in an 
unmodified form for the sole purpose of use as an information resource when the Agriculture 
and Horticulture Development Board or HDC is clearly acknowledged as the source, or in 
accordance with the provisions of the Copyright, Designs and Patents Act 1988.  All rights 
reserved.  
 
AHDB (logo) is a registered trademark of the Agriculture and Horticulture Development 
Board. HDC is a registered trademark of the Agriculture and Horticulture Development 
Board, for use by its HDC division. All other trademarks, logos and brand names contained in 
this publication are the trademarks of their respective holders.  No rights are granted without 
the prior written permission of the relevant owners. 
 
 
 
 
 
Further information 
 
Email the HDC office (hdc@hdc.ahdb.org.uk), quoting your HDC number, alternatively 
contact the HDC at the address below: 
 
 
HDC 
AHDB 
Stoneleigh Park 
Kenilworth 
Warwickshire 
CV8 2TL 
  
Tel – 0247 669 2051 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HDC is a division of the Agriculture and Horticulture Development Board. 
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